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relieve and succour them" (viz., either with pecuniary supplies and
recompenses, and affording them assistance by the constables and other
civil peace-officers). The king replied with warmth, making use of a
familiar impious oath, " By God's eyes, this shall be paid as a revenue,
or those who do not pay it shall be prosecuted by a writ of the royal
exchequer." The archbishop answered that none of his vassals would
pay it, nor any of the clergy. The king said no more at that time, but
his resentment was the greater.

Soon after, he told the archbishop and bishops that he would require
of them an oath that they would maintain all the customs of the kingdom.
St Thomas understood that certain notorious abuses and injustices were
called by the king " customs," He therefore, in a general meeting of the
bishops at Westminster, refused that oath, unless he might add this clause,
" As far as was lawful, or consistent with duty." The Archbishop of York
and the Bishops of Chichester and Lincoln were drawn from their first
resolution against it, and St Thomas, who had resisted the threats of the
king, was overcome by the tears of the clergy, and complied in an assembly
at the king's palace at Clarendon in 1164. He soon after repented of his
condescension, and remained in silence and tears till he had consulted the
pope, who was then at Sens, and begged his absolution. His holiness*
in his answer, gave him the desired absolution from censures, advised him
to abstain no longer from approaching the altar, and exhorted him to repair
by an episcopal vigour the fault into which he had only been betrayed
through surprise. The king was extremely offended at the repentance of
the archbishop, and threatened his life; but the prelate boldly said he
never would authorize as custom the notorious oppressions of the church
which his predecessors, especially St Anselm, had zealously condemned
before him. The king, in an assembly of the bishops and nobility at
Northampton on the 8th of October 1164, pronounced sentence against
him, by which he declared all his goods confiscated* Several bishops and
others endeavoured to persuade him to resign his archbishopric* But he
answered with great resolution that to do it in such circumstances would
be to betray the truth and the cause of the church, by which he was bound,
by the place which he held, rather to lay down his life. His persecutions
daily increasing, he gave strict charge to his domestics and friends to remain
in silence, peace, and charity toward their enemies, to bear injuries with
patience, and never to conceive the least sentiment of rancour agaiaast
anyone. His cause in the meantime was evoked to the holy see, according
to his appeal in the council, and he resolved privately to learn the kingdom.
He landed in Flanders in 1164 and, arriving at the abbey of St BertfoX
at St Omer, sent from thence deputies to Lewis VII, King of Franc^ wbo
received them graciously, and invited the arcfcbishop into his dominions
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